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CALIFORNIA CODES HEALTH AND SAFETY CODE 
SECTION 13195-13199 

 
13195.    Regulations and Building Standard 
The State Fire Marshal shall adopt and administer the regulations and building 
standards he or she deems necessary in order to (1) establish and control a 
program for servicing, testing, and maintaining all automatic fire extinguishing 
systems, including but not limited to, fire sprinkler systems, engineered and pre-
engineered fixed extinguishing systems, standpipe systems, and water flow alarm 
devices and (2) establish minimum frequencies of service, inspection, and testing for 
the various types of automatic fire extinguishing systems.  All tests of automatic 
sprinkler systems shall include a test of all supervisory signaling equipment that is 
provided to determine whether a condition exists that will impair the satisfactory 
operation of the system. The regulations and building standards established by the 
State Fire Marshal for servicing, testing, and maintaining automatic fire extinguishing 
systems shall consider the requirements of the applicable standards of the National 
Fire Protection Association and the voluntary standards published by the State Fire 
Marshal entitled the "California Voluntary Standards for Residential Sprinkler 
Systems," dated January 1982. 
 
13195.5.  Service, testing, and Maintenance 
Every automatic fire extinguishing system, including, but not limited to, fire sprinkler 
systems, engineered and pre-engineered fixed extinguishing systems, standpipe 
systems, and alarm and supervisory equipment attached to those systems shall be 
serviced, tested, and maintained in accordance with the regulations and building 
standards adopted by the State Fire Marshal pursuant to Section 13195. 
 
13196.    Enforcement of Regulations and Building Standards 
The regulations and building standards adopted pursuant to Section 13195 shall be 
enforced pursuant to Sections 13145 and 13146. 
 
13196.5.  Servicing and Testing Licenses 
(a) Except as provided in subdivisions (b), (c), and (d), no person shall engage in the 
business of servicing or testing automatic fire extinguishing systems without a 
license issued by the State Fire Marshal pursuant to this chapter. (b) Persons who 
engage in the business of servicing or testing fire alarm devices, water flow alarm 
devices, or the supervisory signaling components of automatic fire extinguishing 
systems shall not be subject to the licensing requirements contained in this chapter. 
(c) Industrial systems may be serviced or tested by, or under the supervision of, an 
engineer employed by a private entity who shall not be subject to the licensing 
requirements contained in this chapter unless he or she performs the service or 
testing for a fee outside of the employment relationship.(d) Any specialty contractor, 
as defined in subdivision (b) of Section 7058 of the Business and Professions Code, 
shall not be subject to the licensing requirements contained in this chapter. 
 
 
 
 
13197.  Licensing Program Regulations 
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The State Fire Marshal shall adopt regulations to establish and maintain the 
licensing program required by this chapter.  To the extent the State Fire Marshal 
determines is necessary to carry out the provisions of this chapter, the regulations 
may provide for, but need not be limited to, requirements that the applicant for a 
license pass an examination or possess the qualifications necessary to perform the 
prescribed service, maintenance, and testing, or both. 
 
13197.5 Denial or Revocation of Licenses 
A license may be denied or revoked by the State Fire Marshal for either of the 
following reasons: (a) The applicant made a material misrepresentation or false 
statement in the application. (b) Violation of any provision of this chapter or any 
regulation adopted by the State Fire Marshal pursuant to this chapter. 
 
13197.6. Monetary Penalty in lieu of an actual suspension of license 
(a) If the State Fire Marshal or his or her designee determines that the public interest 
and public welfare will be adequately served by permitting a person licensed under 
this chapter to pay a monetary penalty to the State Fire Marshal in lieu of an actual 
license suspension, the State Fire Marshal or his or her designee may, on the 
petition of the licensee, stay the execution of all or part of the suspension if all of the 
following conditions are met: 
   (1) The violation that is the cause for the suspension did not pose, or have the 
potential to pose, a significant threat or risk of harm to the public. 
   (2) The licensee pays a monetary penalty. 
   (3) The licensee does not incur any other cause for disciplinary action within a 
period of time specified by the State Fire Marshal or his or her designee. 
   In making the determination, the State Fire Marshal or his or her designee shall 
consider the seriousness of the violation, the violator's record of compliance with the 
law, the impact of the determination on the licensee, the licensee's employees or 
customers, and other relevant factors. 
    (b) The State Fire Marshal or his or her designee may exercise the 
discretion granted under this section either with respect to a suspension ordered by 
a decision after a contested hearing on an accusation against the licensee or by 
stipulation with the licensee after the filing of an accusation, but prior to the 
rendering of a decision based upon the accusation.  In either case, the terms and 
conditions of the disciplinary action against the licensee shall be made part of a 
formal decision of the State Fire Marshal or his or her designee. 
    (c) If a licensee fails to pay the monetary penalty in accordance with the 
terms and conditions of the decision of the State Fire Marshal or his or her designee, 
the State Fire Marshal or his or her designee may, without a hearing, order the 
immediate execution of all or any part of the stayed suspension in which event the 
licensee shall not be entitled to any repayment nor credit, prorated or otherwise, for 
money paid to the State Fire Marshal under the terms of the decision. 
    (d) The amount of the monetary penalty payable under this section shall not 
exceed two hundred fifty dollars ($250) for each day of suspension stayed nor a total 
of ten thousand dollars ($10,000) per decision regardless of the number of days of 
suspension stayed under the decision. 
     (e) Any monetary penalty received pursuant to this section shall be 
deposited in the State Fire Marshal Licensing and Certification Fund. 
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    (f) The State Fire Marshal shall make available to the public no later than 
March 1, 2007, data showing the percentage of enforcement actions taken pursuant 
to this article that resulted in license or certificate suspension or the assessment of 
monetary penalties pursuant to this section for the calendar years 2005 and 2006, 
as compared to calendar years 2003 and 2004. 
    (g) This section shall remain in effect only until January 1, 2008, and as of 
that date is repealed, unless a later enacted statute, that is enacted before January 
1, 2008, deletes or extends that date. 
 
13198. Schedule of Fees Paid by Licensee’s 
The State Fire Marshal shall adopt a schedule of fees to be paid by licensees in an 
amount, which is necessary to cover the cost of administering and enforcing the 
provisions of this chapter by the State Fire Marshal.  Any city or county fire 
department, or any district providing fire protection services may adopt a schedule of 
fees as required to cover the cost of enforcing the provisions of this chapter. The 
annual and renewal license shall be valid for the period from January 1, to 
December 31. The annual license fee renewal period shall begin on September 1 
and end on November 1 preceding the license year for which the renewal is 
requested.  A penalty of 50 percent of the license fee shall be assessed in all cases 
where the renewal fees are not paid on or before November 1, preceding the license 
year for which renewal is requested. 
 
 
13198.5. Uniform Application 
It is the legislative intention in enacting this chapter that the provisions of this chapter 
and the regulations and building standards adopted by the State Fire Marshal 
pursuant to Section 13195 shall apply uniformly throughout the State of California, 
and no state agency, county, city and county, or district shall adopt or enforce any 
ordinance or rule or regulation regarding automatic fire extinguishing systems which 
is inconsistent with the provisions of this chapter or the regulations and standards 
adopted by the State 
Fire Marshal. 
 
13199. Violations and Penalties 
Any person who violates any provisions of this chapter or any regulation or building 
standard adopted by the State Fire Marshal pursuant to Section 13195 is guilty of a 
misdemeanor punishable by a fine of not more than ten thousand dollars ($10,000), 
or by imprisonment for not more than six months, or by both such fine and 
imprisonment. A person is guilty of a separate offense each day during which he or 
she commits, continues, or permits a violation of this chapter or any regulation or 
building standards adopted pursuant to this chapter. 
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Chapter 5. Automatic Fire Extinguishing Systems 
 

Article 1. Administration 
 
§901. Scope 
These regulations apply to all automatic fire extinguishing systems identified in 
Health and Safety Code Section 13195, and supervisory equipment attached to 
those systems. These regulations shall not apply to any of the following: 
     a)Portable fire extinguishers regulated under Section 13160, Health and Safety 

Code 
b) Automatic fire extinguishing systems on vehicles except when the vehicle is 
used as an occupancy regulated by the State Fire Marshal 
c) Automatic fire extinguishing systems installed in dwellings and lodging houses 
as defined in the 1979 Edition of the Uniform Building Code. Copies available 
from I.C.B.O. 5360 South Workman Mill Road, Whittier, CA 90601. 
d) Evaluation or testing of an automatic fire extinguishing system that does not 
encompass service as required in these regulations and which is conducted for 
insurance purposes. 
 
Note: Authority cited: Sections 13195 and 13196.5, Health and Safety Code. 
Reference: Section 13195 
 
History: New Article 1 (Section 901) filed 7-15-83; effective upon filing pursuant to 
Government Code Section 11346.2(d) (Register 83, No. 29). 
 
  

 
Article 2. Definitions 

§902. “A” Definitions 
 

a) Automatic Fire Sprinkler System. An extinguishing system, which uses 
water as its primary extinguishing agent and is usually designed in 
accordance with National Fire Protection Association Standard 13. 
These systems shall include but not be limited to: 
1) Wet Pipe Sprinkler Systems 
2) Dry Pipe Sprinkler Systems 
3) Deluge Sprinkler Systems 
4) Pre-Action Sprinkler Systems 
5) Dry Pipe Pre-Action Sprinkler Systems 
6) Fixed Water Spray Systems 
7) Deluge Foam Water Spray Sprinkler Systems 

                      8) Foam Water Spray Systems 
 
Note Authority cited: Section 13195, Health and Safety Code. Reference: Sections 
13195-13199.5, Health and Safety Code. 
 
History: 
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 1. New Subchapter 5 (Articles 2 and 5, Sections 902.1-905.3, not consecutive) filed 
1-17-83 as an emergency; effective upon filing (Register 83, No. 4). A Certificate of 
Compliance must be transmitted to OAL within 120 days or emergency language will 
be repealed on 5-17-83. For prior history, see Registers 79, No. 9, and 74, No. 27. 
 
2. Certificate of Compliance including renumbering and amendment of Section 902.1 
to Section 902 transmitted to OAL 5-16-83 and filed 6-15-83 (Register 83, No. 26). 
 
§902.4. “E” Definitions 
 

a) Employee. Those persons who work for a licensed concern which may 
include but are not limited to assigned agents and others who work on a 
contractual basis with a licensee using service labels of the licensed concern 

 
b) Engineered Fixed Extinguishing System. A system, which is custom, 

designed for a particular hazard, using components, which are approved or 
listed only for their broad performance characteristics. Components may be 
arranged into a variety of configurations. These systems shall include but not 
be limited to: 

 
1) Dry Chemical Systems 
2) Carbon Dioxide Systems 

                3) Halogenated Agent Systems 
4) Steam Systems 
5) High Expansion Foam Systems 

  6) Foam Extinguishing Systems 
  7) Liquid Agent Systems 
 
 
Note: Authority cited: Section 13195, Health and Safety Code. Reference: Sections 
13195-13199.5, Health and Safety Code. 
 
History: 1. Certificate of Compliance including renumbering and amendment of 
Section 902.5 to Section 902.4 transmitted to OAL 5-16-83 and filed 6-15-83 
(Register 83, No. 26). 
 
§902.9. “I” Definitions 
 
Note: Authority cited: Sections 13195 and 13196.5, Health and Safety Code. 
Reference: Sections 13195-13199.5, Health and Safety Code 
 
History: 1) . Order of Repeal of 1-17-83 order filed 6-15-83 by OAL pursuant to 
Government Code Section 11349.6 (Register 83, No. 26). 
 
 
§902.11. “L” Definitions 
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(a) License. A document issued by the State Fire Marshal authorizing a concern 
to engage in the business of servicing or testing one or more types of 
automatic fire extinguishing systems. 

(b) Licensee. A specific concern to which a license has been issued by the State 
Fire Marshal. 

 
Note: Authority cited: Section 13195, Health and Safety Code. Reference: Sections 
13195-13199.5, Health and Safety Code. 
 
History: 1. Certificate of Compliance including renumbering of Section 902.12 to 
Section 902.11 transmitted to OAL 5-16-83 and filed 6-15-83 (Register 83, No. 26). 
 
§902.12. “M” Definitions 

a) Maintenance. An inspection of an automatic fire extinguishing system, which 
includes the required procedures, outlined Sections 904.1, 904.3, and 904.5. 

Note: Authority cited: Section 13195, Health and Safety Code. Reference: Sections 
13195-13199.5, Health and Safety Code 
 
History: 1. Certificate of Compliance including renumbering and amendment of 
Section 902.13 to Section 902.12 transmitted to OAL 5-16-83 and filed 6-15-83 
(Register 83, No. 26).  
 
 
§902.15. “P” Definitions 

a) Pre-Engineered Fixed Extinguishing System. A system where the number of 
components and their configurations are included in the description of the 
systems approval and listing. These systems shall include but not be limited 
to: 

1) Dry Chemical Systems 
2) Carbon Dioxide Systems 
3) Halogenated Agent Systems 
4) Liquid Agent Systems 

Note: Authority cited: Section 13195, Health and Safety Code. Reference: Sections 
13195-13199.5, Health and Safety Code. 
 
History: 1. Certificate of Compliance including renumbering and amendment of 
Section 902.16 to Section 902.15 transmitted to OAL 5-16-83 and filed 6-15-83 
(Register 83, No. 26). 
 
§  902.18. “S” Definitions. 

(a) Service. A complete check of an automatic fire extinguishing system which 
includes the required service procedures outlined in Sections 904.2, 904.4, 
904.6, 904.7 and required maintenance procedures outlined in Sections 
904.1904.3 904.5. 

(b)  Standpipe System. A standpipe system is an arrangement of piping, valves, 
hose outlets, and allied equipment with outlets located in such a manner that 
water can be discharged through hose and nozzles attached to such hose 
outlets, for the purpose of extinguishing a fire. These systems shall include 
but not be limited to: 
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(1) Class I--For use by fire departments and those trained in handling heavy fire 
streams (2 1/2 inch or larger hose). 
(2) Class II--For use primarily by the building occupants until the arrival of the fire 
department (1 1/2 inch hose). 
(3) Class III--For use by either fire departments and those trained in handling 
heavy hose streams (2 1/2 inch or larger hose) or by the building occupants (1 
1/2 inch or larger hose). 
(4). Combined System--For use where the water piping serves both 2 1/2 inch or 
larger outlets for fire department use and outlets for automatic sprinklers 

 
Note: Authority cited: Section 13195, Health and Safety Code. Reference: Sections 
13195-13199.5, Health and Safety Code. 
 
History: 1. Certificate of Compliance including renumbering and amendment of 
Section 902.19 Section 902.18 transmitted to OAL 5-16-83 and filed 6-15-83 
(Register 83, No. 26). 
 

Article 3. General Provisions 
 
§903. Reports of Violations. 
   Any government entity taking action against a licensee pursuant to Health and 
Safety Code Sections 13145 and 13146 shall report such action in writing to the 
State Fire Marshal within 15 days of the action. 
 
Note: Authority cited: Sections 13195 and 13197, Health and Safety Code. 
Reference: Sections 13195, 13196 and 13197.5, Health and Safety Code 
 
History: 1. New Article 3 (Sections 903-903.2) filed 7-15-83; effective upon filing 
pursuant to Government Code Section 11346.2(d) (Register 83, No. 29). 
 
§903.1. Deceptive Practices 

(a) Any licensee, or employee thereof, who engages in unfair methods of 
competition or makes false or misleading statements as prohibited in Sections 
17200 and 17500 of the Business and Professions Code shall be subject to 
license denial, revocation or suspension. 

 
Note: Authority cited: Sections 13195 and 13197, Health and Safety Code. 
Reference: Sections 13195 and 13197.5, Health and Safety Code. 
 
§903.2. Employer Responsibility 
   Every licensee is responsible for the acts of its assigned agents or employees 
relating to servicing of automatic fire extinguishing systems for purposes of license 
denial, revocation or suspension. 
 
Note: Authority cited: Sections 13195 and 13197, Health and Safety Code. 
Reference: Sections 13195 and 13197.5, Health and Safety Code 
 

Article 4. Maintenance and Service 
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§904. Required Service Intervals 
(a) All automatic fire extinguishing systems, including systems installed as an 
alternate to other building requirements, shall be serviced and maintained in 
accordance with the following frequencies. Local authorities may require more 
frequent service and additional procedures. 
(1) Standpipe systems shall be maintained operable at all times and maintenance 
inspection shall be performed at least semi-annually 
(2) Standpipe systems shall be serviced at least every five (5) years 
(3) Automatic fire sprinkler systems shall be maintained operable at all times                                 
and maintenance inspection shall be performed at least quarterly 

   (4) Automatic fire sprinkler systems shall be serviced at least every five (5) Years 
   (5) Pre-engineered and engineered fixed extinguishing systems shall be serviced                         

semi-annually, and immediately after a system activation: 
(b) All standpipe and automatic fire sprinkler systems which were installed prior to 

January 1, 1963 shall receive initial service by July 1, 1985 
(c)  All standpipe and automatic fire sprinkler systems which were installed 

between January 1, 1963 and January 1, 1973 shall receive initial service by 
July 1, 1986 

(d) All standpipe and automatic fire sprinkler systems which were installed 
between January 1, 1973 and January 1, 1979 shall receive initial service by 
July 1, 1987. 

(e) All standpipe and automatic fire sprinkler systems, which were installed after 
January 1, 1979, shall receive initial service within five (5) years of their date of 
installation. 

(f) When proof of the installation date of standpipe systems or automatic fire 
sprinkler systems cannot be furnished, such systems shall receive initial 
service by July 1, 1985 

(g) Pre-engineered and engineered fixed extinguishing systems, regardless of 
installation date, shall be serviced within the time periods specified in Section 
(a)(5) above 

 
Note: Authority cited: Section 13195, Health and Safety Code. Reference: Sections 
13195 and 13195.5, Health and Safety Code. 
 
History: 1.New Article 4 Sections 904-904.7 filed 7-15-83; effective upon filing 
pursuant to Government Code Section 11346.2(d) (Register 83, No. 29). 
2. Amendment filed 7-3-84; effective thirtieth day thereafter (Register 84, No. 27). 
 
 
 
 
§904.1. General Maintenance Requirements 
 

(a) A license shall not be required to perform maintenance inspections. 
Maintenance may be conducted by any person designated by the building 
owner or occupant. 

(b) Records of all maintenance shall be retained for five (5) years by the building or 
system owner. 
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(c) The building or system owner shall insure immediate correction of any 
deficiencies noted during the maintenance inspection 

 
Note: Authority cited: Section 13195, Health and Safety Code. Reference: Sections 
13195 and 13195.5, Health and Safety Code. 
 
§904.2. General Service Requirements. 

a) All service on automatic fire extinguishing systems as set forth in Health and 
Safety Code Section 13195 shall be performed by concerns licensed by the 
State Fire Marshal 

Exceptions:  
(1) The State Fire Marshal may waive in writing licensing of fire departments, 
which conduct fire sprinkler and standpipe system service. 
(2) Service on fire alarm systems and industrial systems as specified in 13196.5(b) 
and (c) Health and Safety Code may be conducted without a license. 
(3) Service on automatic fire extinguishing systems exempted in writing by the 
State Fire Marshal, when the building owner or occupant has the staff and 
equipment to conduct a service 
(b) Any service of automatic fire extinguishing systems shall be performed in 

accordance with these regulations. 
 
Exceptions:  
(1) The State Fire Marshal may waive in writing the requirement that service be 
performed in accordance with these regulations when a licensee can demonstrate 
that a system cannot functionally be serviced in accordance with the requirements in 
these regulations. 
(2) If at any time a licensee encounters a specialized or modified system, which 
cannot be serviced according to these regulations, the licensee shall contact the 
State Fire Marshal and service the system as directed. 
   (A) The intent of this section is to cover specialty systems. It is not, however, 
intended to cover reporting deficient installations. 
c) Records of all service shall be retained for five (5) years by the building or system 
owner 
d) The building or system owner shall insure immediate correction of any 
deficiencies noted during the service. A service tag shall be affixed to a system only 
after all deficiencies have been corrected. 
e) At the time of service, or at any time parts are replaced, an itemized invoice 
showing work performed and parts replaced shall be provided by the licensee to the 
system owner. If service is performed more than thirty (30) days prior to the next 
required service date, the invoice shall bear a statement indicating the system was 
serviced early 
f) The licensee shall offer to return all replaced parts to the system owner or owner’s 
representative, except those parts that are required to be returned to the 
manufacturer under conditions of warranty 
g) Prior to activating any fire alarm component of an automatic fire extinguishing 
system, the licensee shall insure that he is capable of restoring the fire alarm 
system. 
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(h) At the time of service, building management shall be consulted to avoid 
unnecessary disturbance of normal building operation 
i) The licensed concern shall contact the local fire department prior to a system 
service when required by the local fire department to do so. 
j) The building or system owner shall provide the local fire department with a report 
of the results of any service when required by the local fire department to do so. 
 
§904.3. Maintenance Requirements for Standpipe Systems. 
 
The following procedures shall be performed at each required maintenance 
inspection. 
 
 

a) Class I Standpipes 
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Note: Authority cited: Section 13195, Health and Safety Code. Reference: Sections 
13195 and 13195.5, Health and Safety Code. 
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§904.4. Service Requirements for Standpipe Systems 
   The following procedures shall be performed at each required service. The 
servicing concern shall also conduct a full maintenance inspection as outlined in 
904.3 
      (a) Class I standpipe system service 
      (1) Before water is put into the system, an air test shall be conducted using air 
pressure not exceeding 25 p.s.i. Any leaks shall be repaired prior to continuing 
testing 
      (2) The system shall be hydrostatically tested with outlet caps removed at 50 
p.s.i. above its highest normal operating head pressure; but, in no case less than 
150 p.s.i. for 3 minutes. 
      (3) A separate flow test shall be conducted using each fire department 
connection 
      (4)A flow of 100 GPM shall be established out of the highest hose outlet for 3 
minutes with the maximum friction loss in the system not to exceed 15 p.s.i. 
excluding loss for elevation 
     (b) Class II standpipe system service: 
     (1) Each system shall be subjected to the flow test specified in Appendix G, Test 
Procedures for Fire Extinguishing Systems, Uniform Fire Code, 1979 Edition. Copies 
available from I.C.B.O., 5360 South Workman Mill Road, Whittier, CA 90601. The 
required flow must be maintained for 30 seconds by street mains or gravity tanks 
and for 2 minutes from systems supplied by booster pumps or pressure tanks. 
    (2) Each hose outlet shall be inspected in a manner that will indicate the valves 
are fully operable, that there is water pressure at each outlet, and that pressure 
reducing devices are installed. 
    (3) Systems supplied by gravity tank shall have the automatic filling system 
inspected to insure proper operation 
    (4) On systems supplied by pressure tank the automatic filling system shall 
operate when the flow test is conducted. Air pressure and water supply gauges shall 
be inspected. 
   (c) Class III standpipe system service 
   (1) A flow test shall be conducted. A minimum flow of 500 GPM at 65 p.s.i. shall be 
established from the topmost outlet of the most remote standpipe for 3 minutes. Fire 
pumps, if used, shall start automatically upon the opening of the topmost outlet of 
the most remote standpipe and should stop automatically once valve has been 
closed and the desired static pressure has been retained 
   (2) Fire pumps, if any, shall be flow tested. If the pump performance characteristics 
as tested are more than 10 percent below the manufacturer's certified shop test 
characteristic curve or as specified on the pump housing, the pump shall be repaired 
and restored to its original condition. Do not draw residual pressure on pump below 
20 p.s.i. when damage to public mains may occur. 
   (3) Each hose outlet shall be inspected in a manner that will indicate the valves are 
fully operable, that there is water pressure at each outlet, and that pressure reducing 
devices are installed. 
   (4) A back flush of the fire department connections shall be conducted to insure 
there are no obstructions. 
   (5) If provided, on site water supply shall be inspected to insure it operates when 
the flow test is conducted. 
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   (d) Combined standpipe system service 
   (1) A flow test shall be conducted. A minimum flow of 500 GPM at 65 p.s.i. shall be 
established from the topmost outlet of the most remote standpipe for 3 minutes. Fire 
pumps, if used, shall start automatically upon the opening of the topmost outlet of 
the most remote standpipe and should stop automatically once valve has been 
closed and the desired pressure has been retained. 
   (2) Fire pumps, if any, shall be flow tested. If the pump performance characteristics 
as tested are more than 10 percent below the manufacturer's certified shop test 
characteristic curve or as specified on the pump housing, the pump shall be repaired 
and restored to its original condition. Do not draw residual pressure on pump below 
20 p.s.i. when damage to public mains may occur. 
   (3) Each hose outlet shall be inspected in a manner that will indicate the valves are 
fully operable, that there is water pressure at that outlet, and that pressure reducing 
devices are installed. 
   (4) A back flush of the fire department connections shall be conducted to insure 
there are no obstructions. 
 
Note: Authority cited: Section 13195, Health and Safety Code. Reference: Sections 
13195 and 13195.5, Health and Safety Code 
 
§904.5. Maintenance Requirements for Automatic Fire Sprinkler Systems 
   The following procedures shall be performed at each required maintenance 
inspection 
 
 
a) Wet Pipe Sprinkler Systems 
b) Dry Pipe,  
    Deluge, 
    Pre-Action, 
    Foam Water Spray Systems 
    Fixed Water Spray Systems 
    Deluge Foam-Water Sprinkler Systems 
    Dry-Pipe Pre-Action Combination Systems 
  
 
 
 

. 
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Note: Authority cited: Section 13195, Health and Safety Code. Reference: Sections 
13195 and 13195.5, Health and Safety Code. 
 
History: 1. Editorial correction of subsections (a) and (b) filed 7-29-83 (Register 83, 
No. 33). 
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§904.6. Service Requirements for Automatic Fire Sprinkler Systems 
   The following procedures shall be performed at each required service. The 
servicing concern shall also conduct a full maintenance inspection as outlined in 
904.5. 
   a) Wet pipe sprinkler system service: 
  (1) A back flush of the fire department connections shall be conducted to insure 
that there are no obstructions 
  (2) Post indicator valves, underground gate valves and O.S. & Y. valves shall be 
operated and examined for damage 
  (3) A flow shall be conducted using the inspectors test valve. The system's audible 
device shall activate within 90 seconds of valve opening. All system flow switches 
shall be activated in accordance with the above provisions 
  (4) A main drain test shall be conducted. Record pressure reading with main drain 
valve closed. Fully open the main drain valve and record the pressure reading. 
Close the valve and observe how quickly pressure is restored to determine if there 
are closed valves or obstructions in water supply lines. 
  (5) A test gauge shall be installed at the test gauge opening in order to determine 
accuracy of existing gauges 
  (6) On systems supplied by gravity tanks, suction tanks and reservoirs the 
automatic filling system shall be inspected to insure proper operation 
  (7) On systems supplied by pressure tank the air pressure gauge and water supply 
gauge shall be inspected and the automatic filling system shall operate during a 
system flow 
  (8) All supervisory devices on all control valves shall be tested to insure they are 
functioning properly and that the alarm is transmitting to the appropriate location 
  (9) Fire pumps, if any, shall be flow tested. If the pump performance characteristics 
as tested are more than 10 percent below the manufacturer's certified shop test 
characteristic curve or as specified on the pump housing, the pump shall be repaired 
and restored to its original condition. Do not draw residual pressure on pump below 
20 p.s.i. when damage to public mains may occur. 
 (10) Pump supervisory devices shall be tested to insure they are functioning 
properly and that the alarm is transmitting to the appropriate location. 
   (b) Dry pipe, deluge, pre-action, dry pipe pre-action combination systems, fixed 
water spray systems, deluge foam-water sprinkler systems, foam water spray 
systems service. 
  (1) A back flush of the fire department connections shall be conducted to insure 
there are no obstructions 
  (2) Post indicator valves, underground gate valves and O.S. & Y. valves shall be 
operated and examined for damage. 
  (3) The deluge, pre-action or dry pipe valve shall be inspected to insure it is in 
proper working order 
  (4) An alarm bell test shall be conducted. The systems audible device shall activate 
within 90 seconds of valve opening. All systems flow switches shall be activated in 
accordance with the above provisions 
   (A) Using the inspector's test on a dry pipe, pre-action or deluge system will cause 
the system to trip. In order to conduct an alarm bell test, use the alarm test line on a 
dry pipe, pre-action, or deluge system 
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   (5) A main drain test shall be conducted. Record pressure reading with main drain 
valve closed. Fully open the main drain valve and record the pressure reading. 
Close the valve and observe how quickly pressure is restored to determine if there 
are closed valves or obstructions in water supply lines 
   (6) The air compressor shall be tested to insure it is working properly 
   (7) All quick opening devices shall be tested to insure they are working properly 
   (8) All deluge, pre-action or dry pipe valves shall be trip tested annually. The trip 
test shall be conducted by actuating the supplemental fire detection system 
   (9) The location of dry-pipe valves shall be inspected to insure the valves are 
protected from freezing 
  (10) All supervisory devices on all control valves shall be tested to insure they are 
functioning properly and that the alarm is transmitting to the appropriate location. 
  (11) Fire pumps, if any, shall be flow tested. If the pump performance 
characteristics as tested are more than 10 percent below the manufacturer's certified 
shop test characteristics curve or as specified on the pump housing, the pump shall 
be repaired and restored to its original condition. Do not draw residual pressure on 
pump below 20 p.s.i. when damage to public mains may occur. 
  (12) Pump supervisory devices shall be tested to insure they are functioning 
properly and that the alarm is transmitting to the appropriate location 
  (13) On systems supplied by gravity tanks, suction tanks and reservoirs the 
automatic filling system shall be inspected to insure proper operation 
  (14) On systems supplied by pressure tank the air pressure gauge and water 
supply gauge shall be inspected and the automatic filling system shall operate 
during a system flow 
  (15) The manufacturer and installer's written service and maintenance instructions, 
which are on file with the State Fire Marshal, shall also be followed when conducting 
the above service 
 
 
Note: Authority cited: Section 13195, Health and Safety Code. Reference: Sections 
13195 and 13195.5 Health and Safety Code. 
 
History: 1. Editorial correction of subsections (a)(9) and (b)(11) filed 7-29-83 
(Register 83, No. 33). 
 
 
 
§904.7. Maintenance and Service Requirements for Engineered and Pre-
Engineered Fixed Extinguishing Systems 
 Maintenance and service shall be performed in accordance with the 
manufacturer's written instructions which are approved and on file with the State Fire 
Marshal. 
 
Note: Authority cited: Section 13195, Health and Safety Code. Reference: Sections 
13195 and 13195.5 Health and Safety Code 
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Article 5. Licensing 
§905. Licenses 

(a) As specified in Health and Safety Code Section 13196.5, no person shall 
engage in the business of servicing automatic fire extinguishing systems without a 
valid license issued by the State Fire Marshal. 

(b) Licenses shall be for the service of any one or combination of, the 
following 

(1) Type 1--Fire Sprinkler Systems 
(2) Type 2--Engineered and Pre-engineered Fixed Extinguishing System. 
(3)Type 3--Standpipe Systems 
c) (1) Application for a license to engage in the business of, or perform for a 

fee, the servicing of automatic fire extinguishing systems shall be made in writing to 
the State Fire Marshal on forms provided by him and shall be accompanied by the 
fees prescribed in Section 905.2 of these regulations. 

(2) The application shall be signed by the sole proprietor, all partners in a 
partnership, or the corporation's authorized agent. 

3) The application shall be accompanied by a list of: 
(A) All engineered and pre-engineered systems, which the applicant intends 

to service by type of extinguishing agent and manufacturer's designation. 
(B) Employees qualified to perform the service for which license is applied for 

and verification of the licensee's or his employee's training, education, and 
experience. 

(C) Necessary equipment, supplies, and parts, for servicing systems for which 
a license is sought. 

(D) Original licenses shall be valid from the date of issuance through 
December 31st of the year in which issued. Thereafter, each license shall be 
renewed annually and renewals shall be valid from January 1st through December 
31st. 

(E) Every license issued according to these regulations shall be posted on the 
premises of the licensed location. Licenses shall be readily available for inspection 
at any reasonable hour by the local inspection authority or by the State Fire Marshal 

(F) No licensee shall conduct business or solicit business under a name other 
than that which appears on his license 

(G) Possession of a license shall not authorize the licensee or his employee 
to enter any property or building or to enforce any provision of this subchapter  

(H) Every licensee shall notify the State Fire Marshal at his Sacramento office 
in writing within fifteen (15) days of any change of the licensee's address  

(I) A license is not transferable 
(J) Application for renewal shall be made on or before November 1st of the 

year in which the current license expires. Application for renewal shall be made in 
writing on forms provided by the State Fire Marshal and shall be accompanied by 
the prescribed fees 

(K) Application for renewal of any class of license, which has expired for one 
year or more, shall be considered as an original application 

(L) A duplicate license may be issued by the State Fire Marshal upon receipt 
of a written statement by the licensee describing the reasons for the duplicate 
issuance 
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Note: Authority cited: Sections 13195 and 13197, Health and Safety Code. 
Reference: Sections 13196.5 and 13197, Health and Safety Code. 

 
History: 1.  Certificate of Compliance including amendment transmitted to 

OAL 5-16-83 and filed 6-15-83 (Register 83, No. 26). 
 2. Order of Repeal of former subsections (c)(2) and (d) from 1-17-83 
order filed 6-15-83 by OAL pursuant to Government Code Section 11349.6 (Register 
83, No. 26). 
 3. Editorial correction of subsections (g) and (h) filed 6-28-83 
(Register 83, No. 26) 
 
§905.1. Denial, Revocation and Suspension 

(a) The State Fire Marshal may order revocation or suspension pursuant to 
Chapter 5 (commencing with Section 11500), Part 1, Division 3, Title 2 of the 
Government Code 
(b) The issuance or renewal of a license may be denied by the State Fire 
Marshal for any of the following reasons 
(1) The applicant is not the real person in interest 
(2) Refusal to allow inspection by the State Fire Marshal or his duly appointed 

employees 
(3) The applicant for a license does not have access to the necessary 

equipment specified in the list required Section 905(c)(3)(C) of these regulation 
 4) The applicant for a license or his employees do not possess the 
qualifications to conduct the operations for which the application is made 
 (c) The denial, revocation or suspension of a license may be ordered by the 
State Fire Marshal for any violation of Section 13197.5, Health and Safety Code 
 

Note: Authority cited: Section 13195, Health and Safety Code. Reference: 
Sections 13197 and 13197.5, Health and Safety Code. 
History: 1. Certificate of Compliance including renumbering and amendment of 
Section 905.2 to Section 905.1 transmitted to OAL 5-16-83 and filed 6-15-83 
(Register 83, No. 26).  2. Editorial correction filed 6-28-83 (Register 83, No. 26). 
 
 
§905.2. Fees 

(a) The original or renewal fee for licensees to service or test each type of 
automatic fire extinguishing systems shall be 
 
            
     Primary  Additional 
     Location  Location 
 
 (1) Fire Sprinkler system………$500   $100 

 
(2) Engineered and pre-engineered 
Fixed extinguishing systems       $500   $100 
 
(3) Standpipe systems         $500   $100 
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Note: Authority cited: Section 13195, Health and Safety Code. Reference: Section 
13198, Health and Safety Code. 
 
History: 1. Certificate of Compliance including renumbering of Section 905.3 to 
Section 905.2 transmitted to OAL 5-16-83 and filed 6-15-83 (Register 83, No. 27) 2. 
Editorial correction of NOTE filed 6-28-83 (Register 83, No. 26) 
 

Article 6. Labels 
§906. Service Label 
 (a) A service label conforming to this section shall be securely attached to 
each automatic fire extinguishing system at the time of service. The label shall be of 
the self-adhesive type with the option of a hanging type for engineered and pre-
engineered systems. The label shall be placed: 

(1) On the fire department connection or on the riser for Class I, III, and 
combined standpipes and on the hose outlet closest to the front door for Class II 
standpipes, 

(2) On or adjacent to the fire department connection or on the riser for fire 
sprinkler systems and 

(3) On the agent supply tank or manual pull device for engineered and pre-
engineered fixed systems 

(b) Labels shall be white with black letters. They shall be five and one-fourth 
inches (5 1/4”) in length, and two and five-eighth inches (2 5/8”) in width with a one-
fourth inch (1/4”) tolerance for each dimension. One sample label shall be submitted 
to the State Fire Marshal for approval 

(c) Adhesive labels shall be manufactured in accordance with U. L. Standard 
969, marking and labeling systems 

(d) The following format shall be used for all service labels 

 
(e) The following information shall be printed on service labels: 
1) The words “DO NOT REMOVE BY ORDER OF THE STATE FIRE 

MARSHAL.” 
2) Concern Name 
3) Concern Address 
4) License Number (“A” number) 
5) Date service performed 
6) The Seal of the State Fire Marshal 
7) Space or line for signature of person performing or supervising the service 

work 
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(f) When service is performed, the date of service, and the signature of the 
person performing or supervising the servicing shall be placed on the service label 

(g) No person shall remove a service label from, or place a service label on, 
an automatic fire extinguishing system except when service is performed (See 
Section 904.2(d)). 

(h) No person shall deface, modify, or alter any service label attached to or 
required to be attached to any automatic fire extinguishing system 
 

Note: Authority cited: Section 13195, Health and Safety Code. Reference: 
Section 13195 Health and Safety Code 

 
History: 1. New Article 6 (Section 906) filed 7-15-83; effective upon filing 

pursuant to Government Code Section 11346.2(d) (Register 83, No. 29). 


